
 

 

 

 

October 23, 2012 

 

The Honorable Harry Reid    The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

Majority Leader     Minority Leader 

U.S. Senate      U.S. Senate 

Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable John Boehner    The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 

Speaker      Minority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Leader Reid, Speaker Boehner, Leader McConnell and Leader Pelosi, 

 

Since 2007 the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) has been aggressively investigating, testing 

and demonstrating renewable alternative fuels in order to establish a reliable, domestic source of 

fuels that is not only cleaner, but better performing, and less vulnerable to global oil price 

volatility.  The U.S. Navy has embraced the potential of advanced, drop-in biofuels, recently 

demonstrating their effectiveness in its jets, ships and vehicles at the Rim of the Pacific Exercise, 

the world's largest international maritime warfare exercise. These fuels performed seamlessly, 

providing yet more proof that advanced biofuels are real and have a role to play in strengthening 

America's armed forces. As representatives of the farmers who grow energy crops, the advanced 

biofuels industry who converts these feedstocks into drop-in fuels, the customers who procure 

them, and national security organizations, we ask that you support policies that accelerate the 

commercialization timeline of these fuels. Doing so can only help contribute to the overall 

national security goals of the nation.  

 

In 2011, the DoD entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the U.S. 

Departments of Agriculture and Energy, pledging a federal investment of $510 million in 

partnership with the private sector. This effort advances the timeline for the commercialization of 

U.S. advanced drop-in aviation and marine biofuels. Under the terms of the MOU, $170 million 

would be provided by each participating federal agency. 

 

Adopting advanced, “drop-in” biofuels will help the DoD and the nation achieve broader 

national security objectives. U.S. access to the world‟s oil supplies is not guaranteed. Undue 

reliance on oil puts U.S. troops at risk of supply disruptions during military or humanitarian 

missions. Moreover, the oil market is unpredictable and the price per barrel of oil often fluctuates 

dramatically, a fact that can have a significant impact on military budgets. In fiscal years 2011 

and 2012, for instance, DoD came up $5.6 billion short in its budget for military operations and 



 

 

maintenance because it spent more on fuel than anticipated. It has been noted that DoD incurs 

$130 million in additional costs for every $1 increase in the price per barrel of oil. 

Several DoD reports highlight the national security imperative of embracing policies that reduce 

the military‟s dependence on oil.  The 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review notes that the U.S. 

Navy, other branches of the military, and the nation as a whole face a significant national 

security threat from our nation‟s reliance on foreign sources of energy.  Additionally, a July 2011 

report titled “Opportunities for DoD Use of Alternative and Renewable Fuels” concludes that 

increasing the military‟s use of renewable fuel helps advance U.S. strategic energy security 

interests.   

 

It is increasingly important to find domestically produced crude oil alternatives to improve the 

country‟s energy security, meet global energy demands, and provide jobs, while strengthening 

our military and domestic industry. The DoD‟s partnership with private industry is a critical step 

towards achieving these goals. We look forward to working with Congress on these and other 

DoD energy policy priorities, to accelerate production of American-made, advanced, „drop-in‟ 

biofuels for use in our military jets, ships, and vehicles. 

 

Sincerely, 

Advanced Biofuels Association 

Air Line Pilots Association 

Airlines For America 

Algae Biomass Organization 

American Farm Bureau Federation 

Biotechnology Industry Organization 

National Farmers Union 

Operation Free 

The Pew Project on National Security, Energy and Climate 

 

 

 

 

Cc:  

Chairman Carl Levin, Senate Armed Services Committee 

Ranking Member John McCain, Senate Armed Services Committee 

Chairman Buck McKeon, House Armed Services Committee 

Ranking Member Adam Smith, House Armed Services Committee 


