
 
 

                            

                                    

             

                                          
 

December 5, 2012 

 

The Honorable Carl Levin     The Honorable Buck McKeon 

Chairman       Chairman 

Senate Armed Services Committee    House Armed Services Committee 

Washington, D.C.  20510     Washington, D.C.  20515 

 

The Honorable John McCain     The Honorable Adam Smith 

Ranking Member      Ranking Member 

Senate Armed Services Committee    House Armed Services Committee 

Washington, D.C.  20510     Washington, D.C.  20515 

 

Dear Chairmen Levin and McKeon and Ranking Members McCain and Smith, 

 

As a diverse, multi-stakeholder coalition, we strongly urge the Armed Services 

Committees to accept the Senate’s bipartisan support for advanced biofuels and specifically ask 

members to exclude Section 314 of the House-passed bill from the conference agreement. 

 

Undue reliance on oil puts U.S. troops at risk of supply disruptions during military or 

humanitarian missions, a fact noted in the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review.  As the single 

largest fuel consumer in the United States, the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) is highly 

vulnerable to oil price fluctuations.  When the DoD is forced to shift its budget to pay higher fuel 

prices, it comes at a cost of new equipment purchases and troop training, which reduces military 

readiness.  In fiscal years 2011 and 2012, for example, the Pentagon was forced to cut $5.6 

billion from its budget for military operations and maintenance because it spent more on fuel 

than anticipated.  It has been noted that the DoD incurs over $100 million in additional costs for 

every one dollar increase in the price per barrel of oil.   

 

An ample supply of domestically produced  military-ready biofuels, which are advanced 

biofuels that can be used in existing military ships, airplanes, and vehicles without engine 

modifications, will help military leaders overcome the readiness and budget challenges 

associated with an unpredictable oil marketplace.  When advanced biofuels are embraced by the 

military, it has an added benefit of creating new economic opportunities for U.S. farmers who 

grow energy crops and of driving private investment in the advanced biofuels industry. 

http://agenergycoalition.org/default.aspx
http://www.acore.org/?view=featured
http://elpc.org/


 
 

 

 

That is why we wholeheartedly support efforts by the DoD to test, demonstrate, and 

procure domestically produced advanced biofuels for use in military hardware.  The military’s 

focus on renewable transportation fuels was established by the Bush administration and has 

received bipartisan support in Congress.  Just recently, for example, the U.S. Senate adopted two 

amendments that encourage the military to move forward with its fuel diversification projects 

with the support of both Republican and Democratic senators. 

 

We ask that you consider our views as the House and Senate Armed Services Committees 

prepare a final conference agreement on national defense policy.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Advanced Biofuels Association 

Agriculture Energy Coalition 

Air Line Pilots Association 

Airlines For America 

Algae Biomass Organization 

American Council on Renewable Energy 

American Farm Bureau Federation 

Biotechnology Industry Organization 

Environmental Law and Policy Center 

General Aviation Manufacturers Association 

National Biodiesel Board 

National Farmers Union 

National Wildlife Federation 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

Operation Free 

The Pew Project on National Security, Energy and Climate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cc:  Members of the House and Senate Armed Services Committees 


