
  

                                     
 
      
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
June 4, 2013 
 
The Honorable Mary Landrieu, Chair 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Dan Coats, Ranking Member 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
RE:  Department of Homeland Security 
        Fiscal Year 2014 Appropriations 
 
Dear Chairman Landrieu and Ranking Member Coats:  
 

As your deliberations continue on a fiscal year 2014 Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) appropriations bill, we urge your strong support for risk-based, intelligence-driven trusted 
traveler programs and opposition to an increase in the Airline Passenger Security Fee paid by 
passengers.  

 
Trusted traveler programs like Transportation Security Administration (TSA) PreCheck and 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Global Entry provide the necessary security and allow the 
agencies to focus their resources where it matters most – high-risk travelers about whom little is 
known. We applaud the TSA for its commitment to further expansion of PreCheck, including 
innovative approaches to enrollment, participation, and marketing. 
 

Despite our strong support of the DHS and TSA, we strongly oppose an increase in the 
security fees paid by passengers. Risk-based screening for qualified passengers should permit a 
better allocation of TSA staffing and equipment, and reduce the burden on TSA resources. Today 
50,000 Transportation Security Officers screen approximately 730 million annual passengers. By 
2024, the Federal Aviation Administration is projecting over a billion annual passengers. TSA 
budget requests have grown from just under $5 billion in 2004 to nearly $7.4 billion in fiscal year 
2014.  The decrease from the fiscal year 2013 request does not negate the nearly 50 percent 
increase in the past ten years.   
 

Unless the current dynamic changes, TSA spending and staffing likely will continue to 
escalate. A series of fee and budget increases is not the solution. Although our members 
understand the need for a secure transportation system and fiscal responsibility, in today’s 



  

uncertain financial climate every effort should be made to facilitate business travel and a healthy 
aviation industry in the United States. 
 

The Administration’s proposed security fee increase only adds to the ever-growing number 
of taxes on business travelers that artificially inflate travel costs and depress travel demand. 
Companies send employees on the road because meetings with customers and partners facilitate 
financial growth, investment opportunities, and jobs creation. In addition to impacting business 
planning, any decrease in the number of business trips due to increased travel costs decreases 
spending on air travel, hotels, restaurants, rental cars, ground transportation, managed travel 
programs, and related services.  The financial drain ripples throughout the economy.   
  

Moreover, the proposed security fee increase to $5.00 per one-way nonstop trip cannot be 
viewed in isolation, but rather in conjunction with the proposed increase in the Passenger Facility 
Charge limit from $4.50 to $8.00 to fund airport projects, proposed $100-per-flight surcharge to 
fund Federal Aviation Administration programs, and proposed increase in CBP fees to fund 
additional staffing.  Smarter spending and increased efficiencies are the answer, not additional 
taxes on airline passengers.   
 

In closing, we urge your continued support of risk-based passenger screening and 
opposition to an increase in the Aviation Passenger Security Fee paid by passengers.  We 
appreciate your consideration of our position and look forward to working with you and your staff as 
you move forward with the fiscal year 2014 appropriations bills.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 
Michael W. McCormick          Nicholas E. Calio  Captain Lee Moak 
Executive Director and COO          President and CEO  President 
GBTA                        Airlines for America  Air Line Pilots Association, Int’l
     
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  


