
 
 
 
 

 
 
February 18, 2014 
 
 
 
The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary of Transportation 
U. S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
Subject:  Docket No. PHMSA-2009-0095 (HM-224F), Hazardous Materials, 

    Transportation of Lithium Batteries; Request for Final Rule  
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
On behalf of 50,000 airline pilots represented by the Air Line Pilots Association, 
International (ALPA), I write to urge you to immediately issue a final rule to 
harmonize the regulation of the air transport of lithium batteries with international 
standards. This regulation is long past due and the longer it stalls the further the 
U.S. positions itself behind the international aviation community on important 
protocols related to safely transporting lithium batteries by air. 
 
On September 24, 2013 ALPA sent a letter (copy attached) to PHMSA urging the 
agency to publish a final rule regarding the subject docket. Since then, the 
Rechargeable Battery Association (PRBA) has also weighed in with full support of 
ALPA’s position of harmonizing the DOT’s Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMRs) 
with the 2013-2014 Edition of the ICAO Technical Instructions (ICAO TIs). By letter 
of January 10, 2014 (copy attached), PRBA, as part of a coalition of 23 other trade 
groups, manufacturers, and transportation companies, urged the Office of 
Management and Budget to promptly complete its EO 12866 regulatory review of 
the subject rule and send it to PHMSA for implementation. 
 
All interested parties have now unanimously asked PHMSA to harmonize the HMRs 
with the current 2013-2014 ICAO TIs and create a single set of regulatory criteria 
for the transportation of lithium batteries via air. Harmonizing the HMR with ICAO 
rules will unquestionably increase safety margins as we explained in our letter last 
September. Accordingly, we again strongly recommend that PHMSA immediately 
issue HM-224F as a final rule to harmonize the HMRs with the ICAO TIs for lithium 
battery shipments by air.  
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We appreciate your consideration of this urgent safety matter and look forward to 
your earliest reply. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Captain Lee Moak 
President 
 
Attachments 
 
cc:  Cynthia L. Quarterman, Administrator, PHMSA 

Magdy El-Sibaie, Associate Administrator, Office of Hazardous Materials 
Safety, PHMSA 


